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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Workshop

2011/2012 Federal and State
Legislative Priorities

October 11, 2011

ATTENDING: Chairman John Dailey and Commissioners Akin Akinyemi, Jane Sauls, Nick Maddox,
Bill Proctor, Kristen Dozier and Bryan Desloge. Also present were County Administrator Vincent Long;
County Attorney Herb Thiele, and Board Secretary Rebecca Vause.

Chairman Dailey called the workshop to order at 1:34 p.m.

Facilitator(s): Ken Morris, Director of Economic Development and Business Partnerships
Shington Lamy, Assistant to the County Administrator
Cristina Paredes, Special Projects Coordinator
Jeff Sharkey, Corey Peterson, Windell Paige, Capitol Alliance

County Administrator Long introduced the County’s state contract lobbying team and County staff
responsible for the day to day oversight of the Board’s legislative program.

Mr. Long stated that rather than request the Board to prioritize the issues, staff will seek Board
consent to the state and federal substantive and appropriations issues; and upon this approval, staff
and the contract lobbying team will pursue all of the legislative issues approved by the Board. He
emphasized that staff will diligently work to keep the Board informed of the issues throughout the
process and will continue to focus on coordination with local partners.

Mr. Morris pointed out dates of interest to the Board, such as the Delegation Meeting on October 17,
2011; the Start of the Session on January 10, 2012; FAC Legislative Day February 1, 2012 and March
9, 2012 as the End of the Session.

Mr. Morris conveyed that the state anticipates a $2.3 billion shortfall this budget year and staff will
place a greater emphasis on grant programs offered through the executive branch rather than
legislative appropriations.

He offered the following 2012 appropriations for the Board’s consideration:

 Disaster Relief Property Acquisition $3.4 million
 Woodville Highway Design $3.4 million
 Capital Circle Southwest $8 million
 EMS Equipment Grant $721,980
 Design of Woodville Sewer system $500,000

The following State and Federal Policy/Substantive Issues were presented for the Board’s
consideration:

 Advocate for the protection of state workforce;
 Support state inspection of equipment at internet cafes while maintaining the County’s home

rule authority;

 Support the repeal of fire arm preemption legislation from 2011;
 Support FAMU efforts to establish a dental education program in Leon County;
 Oppose efforts to shift administrative duties of septic tank inspection program to counties;
 Support the Florida Association of Counties’ legislative efforts;
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 Support federal legislation to empower Property Accessed Clean Energy (PACE) Programs, and
 Continue to work with Patton Boggs to secure the usage of property at the Federal Correctional

Institution for construction of baseball fields.

This concluded staff’s presentation.

Commissioner Maddox discussed with Mr. Morris a number of issues, such as: the “odds” of the State
shifting the administrative duties for septic tank inspections to the counties; his concerns about the
firearms preemption legislation, and the possibility of FAC supported legislation regarding licensing for
the sale of copper. He also received additional information on the Health and Urban Development
(HUD) funded Small Business Development Credit Enhancement Program, whereby funds would be
funneled through Enterprise Florida to local banks to provide financial capital to small businesses.
Commissioner Maddox asked that the Board be kept apprised of this initiative.

Commissioner Akinyemi relayed information he obtained from his recent trip to Washington D.C. on
the efforts to allow PACE programs. He spoke on the importance of uniform septic tank inspection
regulations as it would provide consistent standards and has the potential to bring down inspection
costs. He suggested that this be considered by staff and discussed with FAC, possibly at the
upcoming FAC conference.

Commissioner Proctor questioned why the Woodville central sewer project was estimated to service
only 1,500 homes, when there were over 7,000 homes within the Wakulla Springs Protection Zone. He
requested the Board’s support to continue to pursue federal dollars to provide centralized sewer to the
area.

Commissioner Dozier commented that fuel tax revenue projections are substantially lower than
expected and requested that staff provide, at the upcoming Enterprise Workshop, information on how
a lesser amount of transportation funding would impact the County.

Commissioner Desloge conveyed his support for legislatively established parameters for septic tank
inspections and statewide regulation of internet cafes. He expressed his continued concerns regarding
the firearm preemption legislation and determined that while no movement is expected during the
legislative session; efforts to reduce the penalties associated with the legislation will be engaged.

Commissioner Akinyemi moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dozier, approval of Option 1:
Approve the 2012 state and federal legislative priorities as presented.

Commissioner Proctor discussed the feasibility of collaborating with other local entities such as the
City, School Board, FSU, FAMU and TCC in lobbying efforts. He offered a friendly amendment that
Commissioner Desloge be designated as the Board’s designee to work with staff to coordinate a
meeting with community partners and local organizations to identify shared interests in advance of the
legislative session. The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Akinyemi.

Commissioner Proctor suggested that Voter Protection Act legislation be included in the list of issues
to be monitored by the staff and the lobbying team. The suggestion was accepted by Commissioner
Akinyemi.

The motion as amended carried 7-0.
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Chairman Dailey adjourned the workshop at 2:45 p.m.

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

BY: ________________________________
Akin Akinyemi, Chairman
Board of County Commissioners

BY: _____________________________
Bob Inzer, Clerk of the Court
Leon County, Florida


